
Ph.D. in “Life Course Research” – Socio-Demographic curriculum 

Academic Year 2025-2026 

Workshop on Academic Writing 

Dr. Marco Cozzani 

University of Florence 
marco.cozzani@unifi.it 

 

Dr. Giammarco Alderotti 

University of Florence 
giammarco.alderotti@unifi.it 

 
 
Objectives 
This course provides an introduction to academic writing. It covers several aspects related to 
preparing a manuscript and getting it published, including: (1) how to read and write an academic 
article; (2) plagiarism and the use of AI in academic work; (3) how to choose an appropriate outlet 
for publication; (4) how to deal with criticism and the peer-review process; and (5) how to conduct 
and write a systematic review of the literature, including an introduction to meta-analysis as a tool 
for synthesizing empirical evidence. During the course, students will learn about the academic 
publishing process and will also gain hands-on experience by acting as reviewers of their peers’ 
work. They will prepare a review and respond to the feedback they receive. 
 
Program 
Monday 10:00-13:00 (Instructor: M. Cozzani): 
How to read and write an academic article 
- The structure of an academic article 

- Paragraph structure and coherence 

- Writing an effective introduction and clearly stating the contribution 

- Conducting and writing a literature review 

Tuesday 10:00-13:00 (Instructor: M. Cozzani): 
Part I: plagiarism, integrity, and AI 
- How to avoid plagiarism 

- How to use AI with integrity 

Part II: Getting published in international journals 

- How to identify the most suitable academic journal 

- Preparing the submission and how to write a reply letter 

Wednesday 10:00-13:00 (Instructor: G. Alderotti): 
Mini-course on how to do a meta-analysis 
- Systematic reviews 
- The meta-analysis as a tool 
- Practical example and application 
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Thursday 10:00-13:00 (Instructors: M. Cozzani, G. Alderotti): 
- Group work on peer-review 

 
Suggested reading 
- McCloskey, D. N. (2000). Economical writing. Prospect Heights, IL: Waveland Press 
- Slides and additional materials will be provided during the course. 
 


