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Objectives

The aim of the course is to introduce students to macro-level theories of fertility change, micro-level
theories of fertility behaviour and the micro-macro interactions. Fertility and childlessness are
introduced as related, but distinct phenomena. At the end of the courses, students should
comprehend the major theories that explain the trends and patterns of fertility. These theories are
situated within the overarching framework of the human life course, embedded in institutional
contexts that reflect economic, social, cultural and historical conditions. In addition, students should
understand the fertility response to situational changes such as technological change, economic
development, and rising uncertainty. Students should be able to apply these theories to interpret
data on levels and differentials in fertility and childlessness and their drivers.

Program

1. Day1,15/12, 10:30-13:30
Contemporary Fertility: Trends and Explanations

2. Day2,16/12, 10:30-13:30

2.1 Policies and Fertility

2.2 The gender equality debate (students reflect and discuss on the Demographic Research debate:
“Should governments in Europe be more aggressive in pushing for gender equality to raise fertility ?”)

3. Day3,17/12,10:30-13:30

3.1 Childlessness (in collaboration with Chiara Comolli, University of Bologna)

3.2 The declining fertility debate (students reflect and discuss on the question: “Over the past few
decades, economic uncertainty has been raised as a potential factor in lowering fertility rates. Do
you think this is the case? Are other factors important?”)

4. Day4,17/12, 14:30-17:30

4.1 New Topics in Contemporary Fertility Research:

— Keynote by Agnese Vitali (University of Trento): The real fertility crisis. The pursuit of
reproductive agency in a changing world

— Giammarco Alderotti (University of Florence): Health and fertility

— Marco Cozzani (University of Florence): Climate change and fertility

4.2 The low fertility debate (students reflect and discuss on the question: “Is very low fertility good

or bad for the family, gender and society?”)
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