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Objectives

The aim of the course is to introduce students to macro-level theories of fertility change, micro-level
theories of fertility behaviour and the micro-macro interactions. Fertility and childless are
introduced as related, but distinct phenomena. At the end of the courses, students should
comprehend the major theories that explain the trends and patterns of fertility. These theories are
situated within the overarching framework of the human life course, embedded in institutional
contexts that reflect economic, social, cultural and historical conditions. In addition, students should
understand the fertility response to situational changes such as technological change, economic
development, and rising uncertainty. Students should be able to apply these theories to interpret
data on levels and differentials in fertility and childlessness and their drivers.

Program

1. Monday morning, 18/12/2023, 10:30-13:30 (Instructor: P. Barbieri):
— The theoretical foundation of contemporary cross-national comparisons: welfare and labor
market regimes

2. Tuesday morning, 19/12/2023, 10:30-13:30 (Instructor: S. Scherer):
— Micro behavioral models to explain (low) fertility accounting for cultural and economic factors;
Women’s employment and work-family balance; Family policies and institutions

3. Wednesday morning, 20/12/2023, 10:30-13:30 (Instructor: D. Vignoli):
— Trends and patterns in fertility across wealthy countries and over time: Low and lowest-low

fertility. More than structural constraints: economic uncertainty and narratives of the future. New
forms of uncertainty and prospects in fertility research.

4. Thursday morning, 21/12/2023, 10:30-12:30 (Instructor: V. Tocchioni):
— Definition of childlessness, recent trends; Determinants of childlessness in Europe; Path into

childlessness over the life course; Expected and realized fertility; Consequences on childlessness at
older ages.

Thursday morning, 21/12/2023, 12:30-13:30 (Instructors: D. Vignoli & V. Tocchioni):
— The gender equality debate (students reflect on the Demographic Research debate: “Should
governments in Europe be more aggressive in pushing for gender equality to raise fertility?)



Suggested readings

Day 1

Barbieri Paolo, R.Bozzon, S.Scherer with R.Grotti and M.Lugo (2015) The Rise of a Latin Model?
Family and Fertility Consequences of Employment Instability in Italy and Spain, European
Societies, 17(4), 423-446.

Barbieri, Paolo; Bozzon, Rossella (2016) Welfare, labour market deregulation and households’
poverty risks: An analysis of the risk of entering poverty at childbirth in different European
welfare clusters, Journal of European Social Policy, 26(2).

Esping-Andersen, G. (1990), The three worlds of welfare capitalism, Polity Press.

Esping-Andersen, G. (1999), Social Foundations of Post-Industrial Economies, Oxford University
Press.

Oesch, D. (2015). Welfare regimes and change in the employment structure: Britain, Denmark and
Germany since 1990. Journal of European Social Policy, 25(1), 94-110.

Day 2

Doepke, Matthias; Anne Hannusch; Fabian Kindermann; Michéle Tertilt (2022). The Economics of
Fertility: A New Era. IZA discussion paper IZA DP No. 15224

Goldscheider, F., Bernhardt, E. Lappegard, T. (2015). The Gender Revolution: A Framework for
Understanding Changinge Family and DEmographic Behavior. Population and Development
Review, 41(2), 207-239

Opp, Karl-Dieter (2022). Rational Choice Theory, the Model of Frame Selection and Other Dual-
Process. Theories. A Critical Comparison. In: Burkens et al (ed). Advances in the Sociology of
Trust and Cooperation, De Gruyter.

Wesolowski, K. and Ferrarini, T. (2018) ‘Family policies and fertility: Examining the link between
family policy institutions and fertility rates in 33 countries 1995-2011’, International Journal
of Sociology and Social Policy, 38(11/12), 1057-1070.

Day 3

Alderotti, Giammarco, Daniele Vignoli, Michela Baccini, Anna Matysiak (2021). Employment
Instability and Fertility in Europe: A Meta-Analysis. Demography, 58(3): 871-900.

Kreyenfeld, Michaela (2010). Uncertainties in Female Employment Careers and the Postponement
of Parenthood in Germany, European Sociological Review, 26(3): 351-366.

Matysiak, Anna, Tomas Sobotka, Daniele Vignoli (2021). The Great Recession and Fertility in
Europe: A Sub-national Analysis. European Journal of Population 37(1): 29-64.

Vignoli, Daniele, Alessandra Minello, Giacomo Bazzani, Camilla Matera, Chiara Rapallini
(2022). Narratives of the Future Affect Fertility: Evidence from a Laboratory
Experiment. European Journal of Population, 38: 93-124.

Vignoli, Daniele, Raffaele Guetto, Giacomo Bazzani, Elena Pirani, Alessandra Minello (2020). A
Reflection on Economic Uncertainty and Fertility in Europe: The Narrative
Framework. Genus, 78(28).

Day 4

Dykstra, P.A. & Hagestad, G.0. (2007) Roads less taken: Developing a nuanced view of older adults
without children. Journal of Family Issues, 28: 1275-1310.

Kreyenfeld, M., & Konietzka, D. (2017). Childlessness in Europe: Contexts, causes, and
consequences (p. 367). Springer Nature.


https://read.dukeupress.edu/demography/article/58/3/871/173418/Employment-Instability-and-Fertility-in-Europe-A
https://read.dukeupress.edu/demography/article/58/3/871/173418/Employment-Instability-and-Fertility-in-Europe-A
https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s10680-020-09556-y
https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s10680-020-09556-y
https://link.springer.com/content/pdf/10.1007/s10680-021-09602-3.pdf
https://link.springer.com/content/pdf/10.1007/s10680-021-09602-3.pdf
https://genus.springeropen.com/articles/10.1186/s41118-020-00094-3#citeas
https://genus.springeropen.com/articles/10.1186/s41118-020-00094-3#citeas
https://genus.springeropen.com/articles/10.1186/s41118-020-00094-3#citeas

Tanturri, L. et al. (2015) State of the art report: Childlessness in Europe. Families and Societies
Working Paper n. 32.

Tocchioni, V., Rybiniska, A., Mynarska, M., Matysiak, A., & Vignoli, D. (2022). Life-course trajectories
of childless women: Country-specific or universal? European Journal of Population, 38(5),
1315-1332.

Dabate Day 4

Demographic Research debate on Should governments in Europe be more aggressive in pushing for
gender equality to raise fertility?: https://www.demographic-research.org/articles/special/9

Laurent Toulemon: The first YES

Dimiter Philipov: The first NO

Livia Sz. Olah: The second YES

Gerda Neyer: The second NO

YV VYV
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