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Objectives 
The aim of the course is to introduce students to macro-level theories of fertility change, micro-level 
theories of fertility behaviour and the micro-macro interactions. Fertility and childless are 
introduced as related, but distinct phenomena. At the end of the courses, students should 
comprehend the major theories that explain the trends and patterns of fertility. These theories are 
situated within the overarching framework of the human life course, embedded in institutional 
contexts that reflect economic, social, cultural and historical conditions. In addition, students should 
understand the fertility response to situational changes such as technological change, economic 
development, and rising uncertainty. Students should be able to apply these theories to interpret 
data on levels and differentials in fertility and childlessness and their drivers. 
 
Program 
 
1. Monday morning, 18/12/2023, 10:30-13:30 (Instructor: P. Barbieri): 
– The theoretical foundation of contemporary cross-national comparisons: welfare and labor 
market regimes 
 
2. Tuesday morning, 19/12/2023, 10:30-13:30 (Instructor: S. Scherer): 
– Micro behavioral models to explain (low) fertility accounting for cultural and economic factors; 
Women’s employment and work-family balance; Family policies and institutions 
 
3. Wednesday morning, 20/12/2023, 10:30-13:30 (Instructor: D. Vignoli): 
– Trends and patterns in fertility across wealthy countries and over time: Low and lowest-low 
fertility. More than structural constraints: economic uncertainty and narratives of the future. New 
forms of uncertainty and prospects in fertility research. 

4. Thursday morning, 21/12/2023, 10:30-12:30 (Instructor: V. Tocchioni): 
– Definition of childlessness, recent trends; Determinants of childlessness in Europe; Path into 
childlessness over the life course; Expected and realized fertility; Consequences on childlessness at 
older ages. 

Thursday morning, 21/12/2023, 12:30-13:30 (Instructors: D. Vignoli & V. Tocchioni): 
– The gender equality debate (students reflect on the Demographic Research debate: “Should 
governments in Europe be more aggressive in pushing for gender equality to raise fertility?) 
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